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Surface Coatings and Upgradings

Hygiene
Glazed tiles and tiles with Protecta surface upgrading of Deutsche 
Steinzeug ensure the best possible hygiene conditions. Thanks to 
the closed surface, they offer no possibility for germs to proliferate. 
Tests of institutes for hygiene confirm the suitability for the covering 
of drinking water reservoirs. Hyper-sensitive people such as those 
suffering from allergies make the best experiences with tiles.

Cleaning
On principle, claddings and coverings must be protected by  
appropriate measures against heavy soiling which may be caused 
in particular by subsequent construction works (painting etc.).
Our tiles can generally be cleaned with water and a neutral or  
alkaline cleaning agent.
In the case of hard water, the sporadic use of acid cleaning agents 
is required. In the case of stains, cleaning depends on the type of 
stains and has to be carried out with suitable chemicals.
In the case of a higher concentration of the cleaning agent used, 
subsequent wiping with clear water is required. Rinsing with clear 
water is absolutely necessary when carrying out a basic cleaning. 
Cleaning agents containing maintenance additives are not recom-
mended by us. They usually reduce the slip resistance and cause a 
negative visual appearance of the floor covering by forming layers! 
Important: the use of cleaning machines with pads containing 
abrasive grain has a polishing effect by which the slip resistance of 
the tiles is considerably reduced. We therefore expressly disapprove 
of such methods. Hydrofluoric acid or its compounds attack the 
ceramics and cause irreversible damage!

You will find detailed cleaning instructions for ceramic tiles on the 
Internet at www.agrob-buchtal.de
è Service 
è Architects & Planners / Dealers / Tilers 
è Cleaning Instructions.

Impregnation
Unglazed stoneware without Protecta surface upgrading or HT 
coating should be impregnated in order to prevent the penetration 
of coloured liquids, fats and oils and to facilitate cleaning.

The impregnating agent must be applied on the clean and dry 
floor; excess material must be removed immediately.

HT
HT is a highly effective and durable coating of tiles and panels of 
Deutsche Steinzeug. 
The coating baked onto the surface on the base of titanium  
dioxide uses the principle of the photocatalysis.
It offers the user the following advantages:

A) HT decomposes bacteria and germs
The surface is activated by sunlight or artificial lighting. Activated 
oxygen forms, which decomposes microorganisms.

B) HT eliminates disagreeable odours
Disagreeable or even unhealthy odours in the air are also eliminated 
by HT.

C) HT reduces the cleaning efforts
The hydrophilic surface makes it possible for water to get under 
the dirt. In this way the quantity of cleaning agents is considerably 
reduced, which means a contribution to environmental protection 
and the saving of time for manual works at the same time.

HT surfaces are odourless, non-poisonous, meet the requirements 
for food and are completely harmless for persons suffering from 
allergies.

Laying and pointing are carried out by the usual techniques. 
The conventional agents (without hydrofluoric acid and its com-
pounds) are applicable for cleaning. All additives forming a film, 
leaving fat on the surface or impregnating are excluded, which 
impair the surface activation by light.

Renowned institutes in Germany and abroad have confirmed us 
the corresponding effects of HT.

Protecta Surface Upgrading

Better Beats Good ...
Unglazed vitrified tiles are hard-wearing and resistant by nature. 
Thanks to the Protecta surface upgrading, the stain and dirt resist-
ance could be improved considerably: during the firing process, 
the coating applied in-plant is ceramically bonded to the biscuit 
and closes the existing “micropores” quite natural for unglazed 
ceramics. In this way, the penetration of substances forming stains 
is prevented. Thus, an impregnation is no longer required and may 
possibly even have a negative effect in the case of slip-resistant tiles 
with Protecta surface upgrading, as the impregnating agent can not 
penetrate the tile but remains on the surface as lubricating film.

Products with Protecta surface upgrading are marked with this 
symbol in the corresponding series:
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